Explore Hong Kong\u27s housing policy from the perspective of different classes by LIU, Yixin
Explore Hong Kong's Housing Policy from 
The Perspective of Different Classes
LIU Yixin
School of Graduate Studies, Lingnan University
Contact
1. Demographia (2016) 12th Annual Demographia International Housing Affordability Survey:2016 (Christchurch: Performance Indicator 
Planning).
2. Forrest, R., & Xian, S. (2018). Accommodating discontent: youth, conflict and the housing question in Hong Kong. Housing Studies, 33(1), 
1–17. 
3. Ho, H. K. (2020). Inside the world of middle-class Hong Kong transnational property investors: ‘5980 miles to my second home.’ 
International Journal of Housing Policy, 20(1), 75–99. 
References
The postgraduate seminar series provide us to
explore the same problem through a
multidisciplinary theoretical approach and different
perspectives. Hong Kong's housing problems are
inextricably linked to political and economic
tensions (Forrest & Xian, 2018). In this poster, I will
summary two seminars to explore Hong Kong lower
class and middle class housing choice, attitudes,
and expectations. To further understand the
connection between the housing and social policy,
some solutions will be proposed to deal with the
problem.
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Introduction
Seminar 1
Dr. Hang Kei Ho presented the Hong Kong middle class' investment in overseas real estate. Through
ethnographic research and semi-structured interviews, it clarified the investment activities of two groups of
middle class investors (the wealthy middle class and the aspiring middle class). It reveals how capital flows into
the real estate market.
External environment: Increased investment in global financial markets
The demand for housing in cities around the world continues to grow, and foreign real estate can be
used as an investment tool to ensure long-term financial security (Hang, 2019).
Internal environment: The political environment of the Chinese mainland government is uncertain
Hong Kong people owning real estate overseas can protect against the political uncertainty caused by
the return of Hong Kong in 1997. Hong Kong people believe that foreign ownership of housing is an
insurance option.
Seminar 2
Seminar 1 Seminar 2
Research question
What are the attitudes and expectations 
of Hong Kong young people towards 
housing prospects?
Why are middle-class Hong Kong 
investors buying properties in 
London?
Type of Research Quantitative Qualitative
Research  method Telephone interview Semi-structured interviewsDocument analysis
Sampling method Probability sampling Purposive sampling




Easy access to target population;
General facts
The data is accurate and detailed; 






Hard to gain the trust of 
interviewees;
High requirements for interviewers;
Many uncontrollable factors
Dr. Padmore Amoah and Jiaxin Chen hosted the
seminar about the discussion of text. The topic is
the attitudes and expectations of young people in
Hong Kong towards housing prospects. It reveals
the connection between housing problems and
political unrest through probability sample survey
(telephone interview) of young people aged 18-35.
The target population：
Youth, lower middle class, gender and language are
not restricted.
The trend of home ownership:
The Home Ownership Scheme (HOS)
Figure 1: The Young Home Ownership Rate
Figure 2: Housing Affordability Index for Hong Kong People
in1981-2000
Young people's views on home ownership:
Cost and eligibility issues cause most people to live
with their parents.
The ratio of housing prices to income in Hong Kong
is 1:19 (Demographia, 2016). From the perspective
of housing options, there are fewer low-rent public
housing and long waiting time; private housing has
more housing and high rents.
Research Methodology
The housing problem and real estate investment show the huge gap between the rich and the poor in Hong
Kong, and housing is also an important factor in social instability. So living and working in peace and
contentment is a basic condition for social harmony and stability, and it is also a driving force for the upward
mobility of young people. For many young people in Hong Kong, home ownership means success in their careers
and rewards for their education. The government should formulate a housing subsidy policy targeting at young
people. For middle-class investors, the government should improve the environment of real estate investment,
increase support such as loan subsidies and stimulate domestic demand to avoid excessive capital outflows.
Conclusion
Rich middle class Aspiring middle class
Reasons to invest High return rate
Investment markets are avoid 
being affected by political 
uncertainty to ensure long-term 
financial security
Investment purpose
Used for land acquisition and 
commercial and residential real 
estate development
Buy-to-fry, 
housing rental
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